
AP Government 

Founding Documents 

Summer Homework 

Read each document and complete the following pages: 

Declaration of Independence- Page 4 

Articles of Confederation- Page 9 

The Constitution- Pages 17-20 

The Amendments- Pages 26-27 



























Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be determined by Yeas and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and against the Bill 

shall be entered on the Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by the President within ten Days (Sundays 

excepted) after it shal.l have been presented to him, the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless the 

Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in which Case it shall not be a Law. 

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and House of Representatives may be necessary (except on 

a question of Adjournment) shall be presented to the President of the United States; and before the Same shall take Effect, shall be 

approved by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be re passed by two thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, 

according to the Rules and Limitations prescribed in the Case of a Bill. 

SECTION. 8. The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for 

the common Defence and general Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the 

United States; 

To borrow Money on the credit of the United States; 

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the Indian Tribes; 

To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United States; 

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of Weights and Measures; 

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of the United States; 

To establish Post Offices and post Roads; 

To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to 

their respective Writings and Discoveries; 

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court; 

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and Offenses against the Law of Nations; 

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules concerning Captures on Land and Water; 

To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be for a longer Term than two Years; 

To provide and maintain a Navy; 

To make Rules forthe Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces; 

To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions; 

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for governing such Part of them as may be employed in the 

Service of the United States, reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of training the 

Militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress; 

To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of 

particular States, and the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United States, and to exercise like 

Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State in which the Same shall be, for the Erection of 

Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards and other needful Buildings;-And 









No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or 

Regulation therein, be discharged from such Service or Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service 

or Labour may be due. 

SECTION. 3. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no new State shall be formed or erected within the 

Jurisdiction of any other State; nor any State be formed by the Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States, without the 

Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of the Congress. 

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules and Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property 

belonging to the United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the United States, 

or of any particular State. 

SECTION. 4. The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each 

of them against Invasion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened) 

against domestic Violence. 

ARTICLEV 

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, on 

the Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in 

either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths 

of the several States, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by 

the Congress; Provided that no Amendment which may be made prior to the Year One thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any 

Manner affect the first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article; and that no State, without its Consent, shall be 

deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate. 

ARTICLE VI 

All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the United 

States under this Constitution, as under the Confederation. 

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall 

be made, under the Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be 

bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding. 

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the several State Legislatures, and all executive and 

judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this 

Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States. 

ARTICLE VII 

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be sufficient for the Establishment of this Constitution between the States so 

ratifying the Same. 





The United States Constitution 

Use a copy of the U.S. Constitution to complete the following questions. Locate the answer by locating 
the Article, Section, and (if needed) Clause. 

Article I· 

Art. I, Sec. 1: 
Name the two houses of Congress: 

Art I, Sec, 2, Cl. 1 

Cl. 2 
Length of a Representative's term: 

Qualifications for a Representative: 1) 
2) 

3) 
Cl. 6 

What power does only the House have: 

Art. I, Sec. 3, Cl. 1 

Cl. 3 

Number of Senators per state: 
Length of term of a Senator: 

Qualifications of a Senator: 1) 
2) 

3) 
Cl. 4 

Title of the presiding officer of the Senate: 
Does this officer vote? When? 

Cl. 5 
Title of the officer when the Vice-President is absent: 

Art. I, Sec. 7, Cl. 1 
Where must money (revenue) bills originate: 

Cl. 2 
Where does a bill go after it passes the House and Senate: 

Section 8 deals with Powers of Congress 
Art. I, Sec. 8 

Which powers are granted to Congress in Section 8: Enumerated Powers. You do 
not need to list every power in that clause, just the main one or two. 
Cl. 1-
CI. 2-
CI. 4-
CI. 6 -
Cl. 10 -
Cl. 11 -
Cl. 12 -

Art. I, Sec. 8, Cl. 17 is an Implied Power (or Necessary and Proper Clause). What is the purpose of this clause? 
Why is it so important? 



Section 9 deals with Prohibitions on Congress 
Art. I, Sec. 9, Cl. 2 

Prohibits 
Cl. 3 

Prohibits and 
Cl. 8 

Prohibits 
Why is this included? 

Article II -
Art. 11, Sec. 1, Cl. 1 

Name of the chief executive official: 
Length of term: 

Cl. 5 
List the requirements for office: 1) 

2) 
3) 

Cl. 6 
Who takes over should the President die, resign or be removed: 

Cl. 2 
Power that is given to the President: 

Art. II, Sec. 4 
Can the President & Vice President be impeached and removed? 

Article Ill -
Art. Ill, Sec. 1 

Name the highest court in the United States: 
Length of term: 

Art. 111, Sec. 3, Cl. 1 
Examples of treason 1) 

2) 

 




















